
                   
 
    NORTHUMBERLAND & DURHAM FAMILY HISTORY SOCIETY 

 

         NORTH TYNESIDE BRANCH 
                     NEWSLETTER 
 
    Editor – Susan Lynn – email: susandavid80@yahoo.co.uk 

 

No. 9   

May 2021 

Welcome to the May issue of our monthly newsletter and I hope you find something 

to interest you. Thank you for all the contributions so far, please keep them coming 

and if you have anything for a future issue, an article, a query or maybe a nice 

photo you’d like to share please email me at the above address.   

 

Susan 

 

A WHALE IN THE TYNE 

 

 
 

 

A correspondent at North Shields, Mr. John Park has sent us the sketch of a singular incident there 

last week. He says writing on Saturday, the night before last a whale was found, dead, floating at sea 

off the Coquet. It was found by the steam-tug Rambler, Captain Hidler, who got his tow-rope round 

its tail and towed it into the Tyne, where it still remains. It measures nearly 50’ in length. It is exciting 

great interest here and it is visited by people from all the country round about anxious to see this 

monster of the deep. I send you a sketch of the whale as it now lies. A whale was brought into the 

Frith of Forth in like manner three or four years ago. 

ILLUSTRATED LONDON NEWS 30 September 1876 



THE BURN FAMILY 

No doubt like most of us, the last year has given me the opportunity to update my ‘family tree’ and to 

try and break through some of those brick walls.  One such area I have been trying to unravel is that 

of the Burn Tyne Pilot Family, my connection being through my maternal great-grandmother. 

Mary Alice Burn was born on the 4th December 1869 in Shadwell 

Street, South Shields and baptised at St Hilda’s Church, South Shields 

on the 29 December 1869.  She was the second youngest of 12 children 

born to Lancelot Burn and his wife Mary Johnson.  Lancelot, like his 

father before him, worked as a Pilot.  Living conditions in Shadwell 

Street during the 1860s were pretty abysmal to say the least and having 

recently looked at census records, I felt that I was reading straight from 

a Dickens novel.  Perhaps due to the insanitary way of life down by the 

river, sadly only 6 of the 12 Burn children survived to adulthood. 

Shortly after Mary Alice’s birth the family moved to Northumberland 

Street, North Shields and it was here the youngest child Catherine was born on the 9th November 1871.  

Sadly, their mother Mary passed away and was buried in Preston Cemetery on the 5th December 1873.  

Following a bout of asthma, Lancelot Burn passed away at his home in James Square, North Shields 

on the 15th November 1880 and he too is buried in Preston Cemetery.  His death came only 6 days 

after that of his father (also Lancelot) who met with a tragic accident, but that is another story!! The 

younger orphaned children were taken into the homes of their older brothers and sisters, the eldest 

being Lancelot Burn born on 7th October 1851 in South Shields and John Burn born 25th June 1853 also 

in South Shields.    

In the Victorian era and prior the profession of a pilot was very much territorial and remained within 

‘the family’, the trade being passed down from father to son.  Both Tyne River and Sea Pilots came 

under the control of Trinity House, Newcastle with Pilot Licenses being issued only to those who had 

Pilot relatives.  It was also common for Pilots to inter-marry within other pilot families which included 

the Purvis, Phillips, Bone, Harrison, Tinmouth, Young and Burn to name but a few.  Under strict 

conditions, their training took several years to complete and even when a pilot was qualified, it was 

not always the case that he would automatically be granted a Pilot License.  They were a hardy bunch 

of men and although it was a condition of their license they act as lifeboat men, this never had to be 

enforced as they would always be the first to volunteer.  

Both Lancelot and John followed in their father’s footsteps and trained as apprentice pilots.  Lancelot 

secured his Pilot’s License on the 5 August 1881 and John 

received his License on the 6 November 1885.  Lancelot 

married Mary Elizabeth Forster at Holy Trinity Church, 

Tynemouth on the 25 November 1872 and although they did 

not have any children of their own, the 1911 census indicates 

they adopted a son.  John married Mary Ann Cowe in 1876 in 

Tynemouth and they had a son John William and daughters 

Rosa and Lillie.   

                                                                               Rosa Burn → 

Over the course of their careers, the siblings became noted 

pilots on both sides of the River Tyne.  On the 18 December 

1872, shortly after his marriage, Lancelot Burn was on board 

the North Shields lifeboat which went to the rescue of the brig “Gleaner”, when 2 of the lifeboat crew 

were drowned.  Lancelot Burn served as a Tyne Pilot for over 40 years and during this time he 

successfully piloted all types of vessels of differing nationalities.   



At the age of 82, Lancelot passed away at his home 11 East George Street, Tynemouth and his funeral 

took place at Preston Cemetery on the 10 April 1934, which was attended not only by family members 

but also a representation from the Tyne Pilot Authority. 

John Burn, like his brother Lancelot, learnt his trade by manning the ‘cobles’ up and down the coast 

looking for ships headed for the Tyne.  He later became shipyard pilot 

for Vickers Armstrong and Hawthorn Leslie as well as serving on 

various battleships during WW1.  He too had a long and varied service 

as a pilot, the most notable being his involvement with the flagship 

vessels ‘Mauretania’ and ‘Berengaria’.  The ‘Mauretania’, built at 

Swan Hunter and completed in 1907, was at that time, the largest 

and most prestigious vessel, to be built on the Tyne. I am not sure 

what, if any, involvement John had with the ship when she was 

launched but following an on-board fire whilst berthed in 

Southampton, the Mauretania was brought back to the Tyne in 

September 1921 to be for re-fitted.  John Burn was asked to travel to 

Southampton to join the ship and to act as pilot on her return to Swan 

Hunter.      

 A few weeks later John received a communication from Cunard to ask him to pilot the ‘Berengaria’ 

up the River Tyne where she would be berthed at the Naval Yard at Walker for re-fitting. In an article 

headed “death of famous Tyne Pilot” which appeared in the Newcastle Evening Chronicle of 27 

February 1946, it reported on the death       of John Burn and how ”one of his feats was to  turn around 

the Mauretania with only feet to spare”.  John passed away at his home at 2 King Edward Street, 

Tynemouth on the 26 

February 1946, age 92, 

his funeral being 

reported in The 

Evening News.   Both 

Lancelot and John Burn 

are buried in Preston 

Cemetery,North 

Shields. 

               "Mauretania" 

returning to Tyne 1921 - 

"Swan Hunter The Pride 

and the Tears" 

(Newcastle City Libraries) 

 

Ann Franklin 
RESOURCES 
NFDHS – Members Section of the website/PH (now Mea House) 
South Shields Library – “Tyne Pilots” by Ken Lubi 
North Shields Library – FH Research Section 
Newspaper Archives – FMP/Genes Reunited 
‘Rescues in the Surf’ (The Story of the Shields Lifeboats 1789-1939) by Stephen Landells 
‘Swan Hunter – The Pride & the Tears’by Ian Rae/Ken Smith 
‘Tales from the Tyne’ by Dick Keys & Ken Smith 
PHOTOGRAPHS 
 MARY ALICE BURN - my family photos.  JOHN BURN - "Shields News 10 April 1934 report on funeral of 
Lancelot Burn".    ROSA BURN - article from Radio Times 1926 (family collection) 
 
 



 

 
OUTDOOR SWIMMING POOLS 

The 1846 Baths and Washouses Act was passed to encourage public health and cleanliness 

following several devastating outbreaks of cholera in the 19th. Century. The act allowed 

Local Authorities to provide slipper ie. Individual baths and laundries, although there was no 

mention of swimming. After the passing of the act several swimming baths began to be built 

in the North East, Sunderland 

was the first with the indoor High 

Street Baths in 1858. 

 The Hawkey’s Lane out door salt 

water pool in North Shields was 

originally a reservoir, used for 

flushing the sewers, the 

Tynemouth Amateur Swimming 

Club founded in 1875 were 

allowed to swim there from 1907 

onwards. Tynemouth 

Corporation used unemployed 

men to re-build the pool during 1908/9 and the club agreed to provide the upkeep. Famous 

for the temperature of the water; being unheated it was always freezing cold; generations 

of children learned to swim there, braving its icy waters, until eventually the pool closed and 

was demolished in 1969. My mother, who was regular swimmer there, said the first thing 

they did was look at the temperature gauge and shudder before they dived in. 

The tidal pool at the southern end of Whitley Bay was a natural pool developed in 1894 by 

Mr. W. Scott as a swimming pool measuring some 20’ x 11’, it was so popular the length was 

extended to 70’ in 

1896. The Whitley 

Bay and 

Monkseaton 

Bathing Club was 

formed in 1910 for 

early morning 

bathing and each 

member was given 

a gold painted 

winkle shell, thus 

starting the custom 

of members 

showing each their 

winkle whenever they met. This motif also adorned the club’s official red and black 

swimming costumes. The club was so popular they built separate male and female changing 

pavilions which survived until WWII. The pool itself although not maintained still survives. 

 



As part of an expanding 

leisure provision along the 

South Shields sea front after 

the First World War, an open 

air swimming pool was built 

in 1923 by the Corporation 

on the North Foreshore, 

opposite the North Marine 

Park which, in those days 

boasted shops which looked 

out over the pool towards 

the sea. The concrete built 

pool 176’ long held 275,000 gallons of water purified by chlorination and boasted over 100 

dressing boxes for ladies and gentlemen and seating for up to 1000 spectators. For the next 

16 years it was popular with young and old alike, and the venue for numerous swimming 

tournaments, even though a few folk remember it could be rather smelly at times! The pool 

turned out to be short lived and closed just before the outbreak of the Second World War 

and the site, in time, was turned into a car park which, being below ground level, regularly 

flooded during exceptionally high tides or in winter storms. Further new car standage now 

occupies the spot.  

The Tynemouth open air pool was built 

following a campaign to provide a safe 

bathing place at the Longsands. The 

pool opened in May 1925 to great 

acclaim, designed by Tynemouth 

Corporation’s Deputy Borough 

Surveyor. The concrete and stone lined 

tidal pool boasted a terrace with space 

for up to 2000 sun bathers. Building the 

pool was a battle with the elements and my cousin’s other grandfather was a stone mason 

who worked on the pool and came home from work every night soaked to the skin. The pool 

was instantly popular and two years after opening the Corporation added changing rooms 

and a turnstile to control entry. The pool continued to be popular right through the 1950’s 

and 60’s and many may remember the Bonnie Babies competitions and the Miss Tynemouth 

bathing beauty competition, not forgetting the paddling pool and fountain, the diving board 

and the water slide. Like Hawkey’s Lane if you swam there you will remember the 

temperature, refreshed at every tide. As the years passed maintenance and security became 

more of a problem and despite local campaigns that the pool was a safer swimming 

environment than the sea, the pool closed in 1990. It was used for canoe lessons for a short 

time, then filled with sand and rocks where it remains forlorn and neglected but still part of 

the sea defences. 

  …… and of course you can swim in the sea from any one of our beautiful beaches …..  

Susan Lynn - Ref: Played in Tyne & Wear by Lynn Pearson - North Shields Libraries -Many 

thanks to Ann Clouston & Janis Blower for information on South Shields Outdoor Pool 



LOCAL ODDITIES No. 5. 

K4 Telephone Kiosk, Station Road, Whitley Bay. 

Thought by many to be an important part of the functional and decorative fabric of British 
streets, the red telephone box has become a rare sight.  

The first standard public telephone kiosk introduced by the Post Office was produced in 
concrete in 1921 and was designated K1 (Kiosk No.1). This design was not of the same family 
as the familiar red telephone boxes and there was widespread dissatisfaction with the GPO's 
design, So there was a competition in 1924 to design a kiosk that would be acceptable. The 
winning design was submitted by Sir Giles Gilbert Scott, he designed two of the most 
prestigious designs known as the K2 and K5 models, he also designed, among other things, 
Battersea Power Station and Liverpool Cathedral. 

The Post Office chose to make Scott's winning design in cast iron (he had intended to 
used mild steel) and to paint it red (Scott had suggested silver, with a "greeny-blue" interior) 
and, with other minor changes of detail, it was brought into service as the Kiosk No.2 or K2 
which from 1926 onwards went into use countrywide and included the familiar crown to 

represent the British Government (of which the Post Office was an agency). 

 In front of Whitley Bay Railway Station stands an 
even rarer K4, red telephone box, one of only a 
handful of this type surviving with integral post 
box and stamp sales machine, it is now a listed 
building. It was introduced in 1928 and most 
were removed by 1935, only 50 K4 boxes were 
made compared with the popular K6 which had 
70,000 made.  The main difference between the 
K6 and the K4 apart from its smaller size is the 
signage. The K6 has the word ‘Telephone’ on all 
four sides whereas the K4 has ‘Post Office’ on two 
sides ‘Stamps’ on the rear and ‘Telephone’ on the 
front. One of the reasons not many were made 
was because it had a number of design faults. The 
stamps tended to stick together as a result of 
either condensation/rainfall within the machine 
as it was exposed to the elements. The operation 
of the machine was also quite noisy and 
disturbed people making phone calls. It is now 

one of only a very small number surviving in the country although it no longer sells stamps. 
Listed Grade 2 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

SHIELDS DAILY NEWS 

7 March 1903 – Wanted to purchase second hand PARROT CAGE (large). Apply Box HJ. 

Office of this paper. North Shields. 

18 March 1903 – For Sale talking PARROT and cage. Apply No 10 Brown’s Buildings, Hudson 

Street, North Shields 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/General_Post_Office
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Cast_iron
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plain-carbon_steel


 

Elinor M. Brent-Dyer (1894 – 1969) 

I suspect this article will mainly interest those females 
amongst us of a certain age. The town of South Shields is not 
just birthplace to Catherine Cookson but also another very 
prolific author, Elinor M. Brent-Dyer who wrote some 98 
books including the famous ‘Chalet School’ series. Born as 
Gladys Elinor May Dyer on 6th April 1894 she was the only 
daughter of Charles Morris Brent Dyer, a surveyor, and 
Eleanor Watson Rutherford. Her father, who had been 
married before and had an older son, Charles, to this 
marriage, left home when she was only three years old. Her 
father went to live with another woman by whom he had a 
third son, Morris. Living in a respectable area at 52 
Winchester Street, South Shields the family covered up the 
departure of her father by saying that her mother had ‘lost’ 
her husband. Elinor’s father died in 1911, then tragically her 

younger brother Henzell died in 1912 and her mother then re-married in 1913. 

Elinor was educated at St. Nicholas School, a small local private school in South Shields and 
returned there to teach when she 
was eighteen after spending two 
years at the City of Leeds Training 
College, she had also briefly 
studied music in Newcastle.  

She was interested in the theatre, 
and her first book, Gerry Goes to 
School, published in 1922, was 
written for the child actress Hazel 
Bainbridge, mother of the actress 
Kate O’Mara. She continued to 
teach for some 36 years and taught a variety of subjects at both state and private schools, St 
Helen’s, Northwood, Middlesex, at Moreton House School, Dunstable, Bedfordshire, and in 
Fareham near Portsmouth. She was a keen musician, ran a Girl Guide group and was a 
practising Christian, converting to Roman Catholicism in 1930. 

 In the early 1920s Elinor spent a holiday in the Austrian Tyrol 
at Pertisau am Achensee, which she was to use so successfully 
as the first location in the Chalet School series, first published 
in 1925.  It was then that she adopted the name Elinor M. 
Brent-Dyer. In 1933 she moved with her mother and 
stepfather to Hereford, travelling daily to Peterchurch to work 
as a governess. 

After her stepfather died in 1937 she started her own school 
in Hereford, The Margaret Roper, which ran from 1938 until 
1948. Unlike the Chalet School it was not a huge success and 
probably would not have survived had it not been for the 
Second World War. From 1948 Elinor devoted all her time to 
writing. 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Girlguiding


Elinor's mother died in 1957 and in 1964 she moved to Redhill, Surrey where she lived in a 
joint establishment with fellow school story author Phyllis Matthewman and her husband, 
until Elinor died on 20th September 1969. Her final Chalet School book was published 
posthumously in 1970. 

During her lifetime Elinor M. Brent-Dyer published 101 books but she is remembered mainly 
for her Chalet School series. The series numbers 58 books and is the longest-surviving series 
of girls' school-stories ever known, one hundred thousand paperback copies are still being 
sold each year. A Blue Plaque has been placed on her former school in South Shields. 
 

                         

                                                                  Information on blue plaque : 

Elinor M. Brent-Dyer- author of the Chalet School series. Born in South Shields 6 April 1894 
and educated in this house 1906 - 1912 as St. Nicholas School (prop the Missis Stewarts). 

Thanks to Friends of the Chalet School, South Tyneside Council and Ancestry.co.uk for 
information. The book is from my own collection, I too was once an avid fan. 

Susan Lynn 

<><><><><><><><><><><><><><> 

SYKES LOCAL RECORDS 

2 November 1775 

The new colliery at Willington near Howdon Pans, Northumberland , was won, on which 
occasion the owners gave a fat ox, roasted; a large quantity of ale and a waggon load of 
punch to the pitmen, sinkers etc.. 

6 November 1778 

A new constructed machine for drawing coals by water was set a-going at Willington 
colliery, on the River Tyne. Its performance exceeded the most sanguine expectations, 
uniformly drawing 30 corves, 20 pecks each, in one hour from a depth of 101 fathoms. 

 

 



 

Letters to the Editor       

 

Newspapers encouraged their readers to write to them with their views and opinions, and 

write they did, often using assumed names. Correspondents were told they must only write on 

one side of the paper and as legibly as possible. All communications must be authenticated by 

the name and address of the writer, not necessarily for publication, and correspondents should 

take care that their letters were sufficiently stamped, since no surcharged letters would be 

accepted, and they may decline to publish any letters which were abusive or deliberately 

intended to be discourteous or offensive. This is a new occasional series recalling some of the 

events which exercised the minds of the readers. 

 

Shields Daily Gazette 14 July 1903 

Sir, 

 Having occasion last Sunday night to post an urgent letter I discovered an extraordinary 

anomaly in our South Shields Postal Service. The latest time at which a letter can be posted 

from this Borough, of over 100,000 inhabitants, on a Sunday night is 9.15pm. and that only at 

the Central Post Office, Unaware of this regulation, it was 9.20pm when I reached the Post 

Office and was then informed that the letter could not be sent under any circumstances that 

night, although I offered to pay a late fee. I had consequently to cross the ferry to North 

Shields where the inhabitants are able to post until 10.10 without extra fee and until 10.25 

with a late fee on Sunday nights. Why should there be this difference of an hour between the 

two towns, especially considering that the smaller town enjoys the later hour of posting ! 

Another thing, in South Shields all our pillar boxes are cleared at 3.30 on Sunday afternoons. 

I am no advocate for increasing Sunday labour, but it seems to me that it would rather lessen 

the number of hours men have to be employed if these wall boxes were cleared, say at 5 

o’clock instead of 3.30, while it would be an immediate boon to the inhabitants. 

Yours etc,.  

 ‘VIATOR’ 

 

Shields Daily Gazette 24 May 1901 

Sir,  

Can you or any of your readers explain how it is that we in South Sheilds are called upon to 

pay 5/- per thousand feet for almost the worst gas I ever had experience of, while in 

Sunderland the price has been recuced to 2/- per thousand. The price in South Shields, with 

some of the finest coal gas in the world, produced in the Borough, is higher than in any other 

Borough in the North of England ! Surely the Council has some right or power to intervene 

and prevent the ratepayer from being robbed by a monopolistic company in this manner. 

Your etc.,  

‘IN THE DARK’ 

 



 

 

 

 




